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IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER
Campephilus principalis

Red crest on males only

?

White markings
extend down the
back

d

White feathers
on lower half of
wings

Once believed extinct, the Ivory-billed Woodpecker is
extremely rare with sightings limited to remote river
bottoms. The Ivory-billed Woodpecker is the largest
woodpecker in Arkansas, distinguishable by large
amounts of white on the lower halves of its wings. Its
call is a series of nasal sounds similar to a child’s toy
horn, often referred to as the “kent” call.

Face is black
behind bill (?

PILEATED WOODPECKER
Dryocopus pileatus
Red crest on females and males

Face has
alternating

bands of black
and white

Slightly smaller
than the
Ivory-billed
Woodpecker

The Pileated Woodpecker is fairly common in Arkansas
with many sightings in urban back yards. About the size of
a crow, this woodpecker may also inhabit areas considered
ideal for the Ivory-billed Woodpecker. There is very little
white visible on the back of the bird. The call of the Pileated
is a very loud, accelerating series of notes, sounding like

“kuk kuk kuk.”

Hllustrations courtesy of Roger Tory Peterson. Reprinted by permission
of Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.

Voods ~ More information is available through the AGFC Web site at www.agfc.com
or contact us toll free at (800) 440-1477 ¢ E-mail: ivorybill@agfc.state.ar.us
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